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Getting started with Spanish
in the primary classroom

With Belinda Dean and Suzi Saeki
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In this session, we will look at:

● Why teach Spanish?

● Phonics in Spanish teaching

● Progression of knowledge, skills and vocabulary

● Language detective skills

● Cultural awareness

● Q&A
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Why teach Spanish?

● Widely spoken

● Relatively simple to pick up

● Relevant

● Popular

● British Council Language Trends Survey 2023

● British Council Languages for the Future Report 

2017

● The UK needs Spanish speakers!

https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/language_trends_england_2023.pdf
https://wales.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/languages_for_the_future_report_1.pdf
https://wales.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/languages_for_the_future_report_1.pdf


©  Copyright Kapow Primary 2023         www.kapowprimary.com

Language production 
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National curriculum guidance

From the Ofsted research review: languages, we have identified three knowledge strands or ‘pillars’. In each unit children will 
then draw upon this knowledge when comprehending and producing language to help them achieve the aims of the National 
curriculum.
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See more on how Spanish if organised with our long-term plan.

https://www.kapowprimary.com/featured_documents/spanish-long-term-plan/
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Phonics

Knowledge strands

● Why? - Phonics in language learning
● What? - Progression
● When/Where? -  Explicit vs implicit teaching
● How?  - Kapow methods and Mouth Mechanics®

https://www.kapowprimary.com/?s=spanish+phonic
https://www.kapowprimary.com/video/spanish-phonics-a/
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Vocabulary

Knowledge strands

● Key vocabulary

● Topic vocabulary

● Independent comprehension and 

phonic knowledge

● Support resources

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/spanish/spanish-upper-key-stage-2/year-5/spanish-portraits/#:~:text=knowledge%20organiser
https://www.kapowprimary.com/featured_documents/spanish-progression-of-skills-and-knowledge/
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Grammar

Knowledge strands

● Planned sequence of  key structures

● Explicitly taught and systematically 

revisited

● Promotes the creative use of  language 

● Support resources

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/spanish/spanish-lower-key-stage-2/year-4/pets-in-spanish/#:~:text=knowledge%20organiser
https://www.kapowprimary.com/featured_documents/spanish-progression-of-skills-and-knowledge/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/featured_documents/spanish-progression-of-skills-and-knowledge/
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Progression of skills -
 Language comprehension

(Listening and reading)
Language production 

(Speaking and writing)

https://www.kapowprimary.com/featured_documents/spanish-progression-of-skills-and-knowledge/
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Language detective skills
What?
● Spotting cognates
● Recognising learnt vocabulary
● Using context
● Considering word order
● Interpreting non-verbal clues 

and tone of voice
● Understanding gist

Why?
● Empower children to discover 

meaning independently
● Lay a foundation for the future
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Cultural awareness Food

Festivals

Games

Music & dance

History & 
culture

Art

A high-quality languages education should foster 
pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding 
of the world.                                     National Curriculum

● Authentic, purposeful language learning

● Celebration of diversity

● Cross-curricular learning potential

● Whole school opportunities 
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Teacher CPD Videos
Bite-sized and designed for non-specialist teachers to feel confident in teaching Spanish.

● Grammar
● Lesson organisation
● Cultural insight

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/spanish/spanish-upper-key-stage-2/year-5/describing-friends-and-family-members/lesson-3-third-person-singular/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/spanish/spanish-lower-key-stage-2/year-3/spanish-greetings-with-puppets/lesson-1-introductions/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/spanish/spanish-lower-key-stage-2/year-3/spanish-greetings-with-puppets/lesson-5-learning-a-finger-rhyme/
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Start your free trial today!

https://www.kapowprimary.com/free-trial/

